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Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement

• Ambitious long-term goals

▪ limit temperature increase well-below 2°C
▪ pursue 1.5°C

• Mitigation and Adaptation
• Universal agreement based on 190 nationally determined
contributions (NDCs)

▪ "Bottom-up" approach where all countries define their
contributions
▪ Contrary to Kyoto-Protocol where targets were defined "topdown"

• Entered into force in 2016 and now ratified by 166 countries,
including the 28 Member States and the European Union

EU adaptation strategy
1. Promote action by all member states
 Encourage all MS to adopt adaptation strategies

 Provide funding to help them build resilience
 Launch voluntary adaptation initiative for towns
and cities

2. Make EU-level action 'climate-proof'
 Further integrate climate adaptation needs into
key vulnerable sectors eg agriculture, fisheries,
energy, regional development
 Make infrastructure more resilient
 Promote insurance against disasters

3. Make decision-making better informed
 Address knowledge gaps through research
 Develop European climate adaptation platform
as 'one-stop shop' for adaptation information
in Europe
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Urban climate action

Mobilising local action: the Covenant of Mayors
for Climate & Energy

7,600+ cities ~1000 committed to 2030
targets and adaptation
average CO2-emission reduction of ~ 28% by 2020 and at
least 40% by 2030

~ 7500 cities, representing ~10% of
global population
Future prospects: recruiting new cities and supporting implementation of
plans and monitoring of outcomes.
Case studies : http://www.covenantofmayors.eu/media/case-studies_en.html
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Urban climate action

Priority II – Climateproofing EU action

Mainstreaming adaptation across policies
 Water policies
o
o
o
o

Water Framework Directive
Floods directive
Proposal for Water Reuse
Floods and drought observatory

 Environment policies
o

Ecosystem restoration, ecosystem-based adaptation, biodiversity protection and
green infrastructure (including natural water retention measures and other nature
based solutions to increase ecosystem resilience to climate change

 Agriculture
o

Measures to support climate adaptation – many related to water: natural water
retention; water efficient crops/varieties; efficient irrigation systems…

 Urban policies
o

Urban agenda for the EU

Priority II – Climateproofing EU action

Mainstreaming adaptation across policies
 Infrastructure
o
o

Climate resilient infrastructure across the EU
‘Climate proofing’ of major projects (>€50 million,-)

 Standards
o
o
o
o

Mandate to the European Standardisation
organisations
Energy, transport, construction
Guidance to include climate data in standard writing
12 standards will be revised; one new standard will
be written on sustainable infrastructure

 Insurance
• 433 billion € in economic losses caused by weather
and climate-related extremes over the past 35 years
(~30 % insured)
• Insurance as a tool for signalling risks and provide
incentive to mitigate risks – but exchange of data
needed
• Study: Inventory and analysis of mechanisms to
support damage prevention in the EU

Priority III – Betterinformed decision-making

• Bridge the knowledge gap
• EEA Climate change impact and
vulnerability assessment
• JRC Modelling
• Climate Adapt

https://www.eea.europa.eu/pub
lications/climate-changeimpacts-and-vulnerability-2016
http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/

Copernicus Climate Change
services
• Promising initiative that brings climate
data to the public

EU adaptation strategy
Evaluating the strategy

 Assessing relevance, effectiveness, efficiency,
coherence, and EU value added
 Actual state and progress in the implementation
of the 8 actions against what could reasonably
expect to have been achieved by 2017
Support study
Stakeholder consultations
 2 stakeholder workshops (April 2017, Jan 2018)

 Interviews and surveys with stakeholder groups
 On-line public consultation (closed 1 March
2018)
 381 responses, 40 position papers

Preliminary findings from support study
The Strategy has been so far…

RELEVANT, but new needs have emerged (high-end CC,
spill over effects, Paris Agreement, alignment with DRR,
work with private sector)

EFFECTIVE, but in the case of MS, mostly in encouraging
preparatory action (NAS), less in promoting
implementation and review

EFFICIENT, light on overall costs
COHERENT internally, at EU and at national level, less so
at sub-national level

showing EU ADDED VALUE, except where little has
happened so far (like insurance).

What's next?
 Finalising the Evaluation Report in April 2018

 Policy debate on adaptation in Environment Council on
26 June 2018
 Adoption of the Commission Report on the evaluation in
Autumn 2018
 Review/revision of the EU Adaptation Strategy after
2019 ?

Thank you
for your attention
Directorate-General for Climate Action ("DG CLIMA"):
ec.europa.eu/clima

EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change:
ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/index_en.htm

European Climate Adaptation Platform:
climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu

Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy:
www.eumayors.eu

